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GEP 1   Task 1 : Input  & Cooperative /Collaborative learning in CLIL 

Title of the lesson or 

topic 
 ROMAN LIFE – HOW ROMANS DRESSED (social science - history) 

Course / year / age 5th / 6th 

Timing 2  hour sessions. 

Collaboration with …..  

Short description of the 

session/s  

We introduce some curious facts about the Roman life to engage the students. Then we focus on how the Roman 
people dressed out of the historical sources on their important legacy. 

The descriptions of the activities below should contain: 

1. type of input,  

2. questions (explicit, implicit and referential) posed by the teacher to ensure the students’ involvement  

3. dynamic instructions with collaborative and cooperative activities, 

4. materials used. 

S 

E 

S 

S 

I 

O 

Activity 1 

 

 

 

Introduction to the main traits of the life of the Romans: when and where they lived shortly. Read and listen a short text 
about housing, food, clothing, schooling, calendar and festivals (spoken and written input).  Ask implicit and explicit 
questions to check understanding.  oral and written input./ content input and language input) 
Questions: Did the Romans wash at home? Where did the Romans get their food? What did they drink? Did they have a calendar? When did 
they celebrate Saturnalia? Where did they write on?  
Reading Comprehension – INTRODUCTION short video 
ICT:  https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/study-break/video-zone/day-life-10-year-old-roman-britain 

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/study-break/video-zone/day-life-10-year-old-roman-britain
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N  

 

1 

Activity 2 

 

 

We make referential question to present the next step. Students are asked to think on how we got that knowledge 
about the Romans who lived long ago. We write down the ideas on the board. Once we have the students’ suggestions 
we introduce the concept of the historical sources (primary and secondary). We go deeper in the primary sources 
and define the term artefact and write a list of the remains we still possess of the Romans: mosaics, paintings 
(frescos), statues or sculptures. Students guess which types of artefacts have been found (coins, jewellery, items of 
clothing, weapons and armours, utensils/ tools, pots, documents...) Through the observation of images we draw some 
conclusions about their clothing and style habit and how the differ from the present time. 

 Label the artefacts. 

 Draw conclusion from observation. 

 Match pictures with sentences to show how to prove our conclusions. 

 True or false statements about some pictures. 
ICT: Roman artefacts videoclip    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sqt5Xe3DumY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sqt5Xe3DumY
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Activity 3 

 

 

 

We set the new task: observing the representation of Roman people in those remains we are going to describe the 
aspect: hair style, clothes and complements that the variety figures wore: rich men, rich women, slaves, children and 
the differences we noticed among them. Using some of the pictures of mosaics, statues and artefacts we have to write 
a report on the aspect of the Romans. To do it we are going to create a group of experts and a group base to see if we 
reach a final report. In each group there will be experts on Rich women or citizens, Rich men or citizens, slaves and 
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serfs and soldiers 
ICT: Each group will have two tablets  (two in each table with all the material shared) to examine the pictures of the 
different human figures and to check the web pages that may help the purpose: 
Roman Clothing 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/the-romans-clothing 

http://www.crystalinks.com/romeclothing.html 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/clothes.htm 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome/clothing.php 

http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-clothing.html 

Soldiers 

https://ajarnwilliam.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/6-roman-soldier-and-roman-weapons-handout-2012.pdf 

https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-the-romans/discover-the-romans/dress-a-roman-soldier 
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Activity 4 

 

 

 

Groups of experts meet together. Each base group has four/five members, experts on one of the studied types: 1-Rich 
women, 2- Rich men, 3-slaves and serfs (males)  4- slave an serfs (females) and 5-Soldiers.  They are provided with 
pictures of human representation on sculptures, mosaics, gems, reliefs... and have to write a report or a general 
description of their types observing the detail in the images following a checklist to help the observation task. They can 
use dictionaries, online resources or ask the teacher about Roman clothing to find out the new vocabulary. While 
gathering information we may design a glossary or a list of the most common items of clothing used in the Roman era. 
Once they have got the description they get more information checking the reference websites  
TIMING: 
10’ Each group of experts (Rich women – Rich men – Slaves and Serfs – Soldiers - Children) meet together in their 
group and watch carefully the pictures provided by the teacher and decide the roles: SECRETARY (best writer) –  
CHECK LIST READER/CONTROLLER – HEAD OBSERVER (leader) – OBSERVER HELPER 1 and 2 (if the group is 
bigger). 
15’ Once established the roles the checklist read goes through the different items the observer watch the pictures 
carefully and tell the writer if the pictures fulfil the item and write it down. In case of doubt all the members consider the 
pictures and make a decision (they may also turn to the teacher). The writer writes a draft of the description. 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/the-romans-clothing
http://www.crystalinks.com/romeclothing.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/clothes.htm
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome/clothing.php
http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-clothing.html
https://ajarnwilliam.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/6-roman-soldier-and-roman-weapons-handout-2012.pdf
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-the-romans/discover-the-romans/dress-a-roman-soldier
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15’ Considering the notes taken by the secretary they all contribute to the final report and check that all the members of 
the group get the same version checked by the expert secretary and the teacher. 
25’ They meet in the cross-disciplinary team and in turns they share the conclusions of each group and write a 
complete report on the description of the Roman people. 
ICT: They use the tablets at their disposal to look up the information from the Roman representations. 
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Activity 5 Once they write a report they get back to the base group and explain it to the rest of the group. Once they are informed 
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they gather all the information and write a general report of the Roman population considered pointing out the 
differences among classes or social statuses. Then they complete their conclusions checking the webs online and 
complete their reports with more info such as the materials that they cannot say from the pictures. 

In terms of academic 

content, what are the 

students learning and 

what are they learning to 

do? 

 Learn about facts of the ancient Roman way of life. 

 Discover the main primary sources of history we have to get a right idea of the times of the Roman Empire. 

 Identify the different types of artefacts and visual representations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In terms of language, 

what are the students 

practicing or learning to 

do? 

 .Simple past (regular and irregular verbs) 

 Physical description and clothing (Roman clothes, hairstyles, jewels and complements). 
The main structure or scaffolding of the text is given by the checklist items 
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ICT: As a round up the teacher prepares a Kahoot activity to check if they grasped the main traits of the Roman 
clothing. Each original team use a tablet handled by the  Secretary of the team with the participation of all the 
members of the group. 
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In what way is this lesson 

plan a good example of 

what we learnt in the 

GEP course session?  

 The lesson provides oral, written and hands-on input, cooperative or collaborative tasks. It is more difficult to 
deal with multiple intelligences since it is mainly visual. 

Other important 

information 
To carry out the tasks we have to use images from Roman remains that may have rights. We got the images from the 
web and we considered them as a historical value of the world heritage but I need further advice on the topic. 

ANNEXES (materials, 

handout, pictures… if 

not possible to include in 

the activity section.) 

REFERENCE MATERIALS 

Roman Clothing 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/the-romans-clothing 

http://www.crystalinks.com/romeclothing.html 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/clothes.htm 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome/clothing.php 

http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-clothing.html 

Soldiers 

https://ajarnwilliam.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/6-roman-soldier-and-roman-weapons-handout-2012.pdf 

https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-the-romans/discover-the-romans/dress-a-roman-soldier 

 

 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/the-romans-clothing
http://www.crystalinks.com/romeclothing.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/clothes.htm
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome/clothing.php
http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-clothing.html
https://ajarnwilliam.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/6-roman-soldier-and-roman-weapons-handout-2012.pdf
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-the-romans/discover-the-romans/dress-a-roman-soldier
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Self assessment Checklist 

Task 1 : Input  & Cooperative /Collaborative learning in CLIL YES/NO 

1. Students are presented with multimodal and varied input (spoken, written, visual, hands-on…)  

2. The input presented is used to help learners understand ideas and construct meaning  

3. The input is presented at the right cognitive level and the right language level, i.e. it is neither too challenging in terms of 
content nor too difficult in terms of language.   

4. Students are helped in some way to understand, i.e. input is made comprehensible  

5. Students are helped in some way to process the input presented, i.e. activities or questions make students think and 
construct meaning.   

6. The input and activities presented cater to multiple intelligences  

7. Students are presented with good questions (explicit, implicit and referential) that help them process input and that 
challenge them not only to understand, but to think, create...  
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8. A variety of collaborative learning strategies are used throughout the session.   

9. At least one of the activities presented requires cooperation among students.   

10. Students are explicitly taught how to work in groups (or pairs).  

11. Students are explicitly guided to succeed in group/pair work discussions and interactions. Clear support to guide their 
interactions is provided.   

12. At least one ICT tool is used to promote digital collaborative learning.   
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GEP 1   Task 2: Reading, writing and Assessment in CLIL 

Title of the lesson or 

topic 
                                       A Roman Town: Tàrraco 

Author Josep Cunillera Solé 

Course / year / age second term 5th year / 10-11 yo 

Number of sessions two sessions (+ 1 more) 

Main objectives of the 

sessions 
 To learn and use words (public places) and phrases related to a Roman settlement:  Tàrraco. 

 To use the past tense and the infinitive of purpose to explain the object of the public places. 

 To make a leaflet or a brochure about the Roman remains from Tàrraco to visit. 

Short description of 

the sessions  
The first session consists of the presentation of the main features or buildings in an ancient 
Roman city like Tàrraco.  

 

A Roman Town: Tàrraco 
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The descriptions of the activities below should contain:       

1. collaborative and cooperative activities instructions (including the timing and the language support) 

2. type of support,  

3. readings and writings planned,  

4. assessment tools 

5. materials used 

 

 

 

 

 

Timing 

S 

E 

S 

S 

I 

O 

N  

 

1 

WARMER 

Activity  

0 

 Ss are asked to name places in our town that they can think of in English and we make a list on the board. 

 In pairs they write one or two things you can do in each place (two minutes), and then ask each pair to say 
one thing from their list and ask the rest of the class to guess which place they were talking about. 

10’ 
2’ 

Activity 

1 
 Teacher introduces the topic: they are going to learn about the public places in Tàrraco.  Ask them what 

they already know about the topic. Show a map of the Roman Empire and the location of Rome, the capital 
of the empire, and Tàrraco, the capital of Hispania Citerior. Support: map of the Roman Empire on IWB 

 We explain that today we are going to focus on what the Roman town of Tàrraco, as big Roman towns, 
looked like and show a presentation on the IWB with the visuals.  
LANGUAGE: There was a / there were 

 

15’ 

Activity 2 

 

 

 

a) Teacher shows a presentation on the IWB.  And give out a set of cards and picture. Children look at the 
pictures from the different Roman public buildings and try to guess which ones there were in Tàrraco. Once 
we have identified the pictures each cooperative group get a set of photos and try to figure out the 
purpose of each piece of architecture. After that, each group get cards with main information of every 
building – basic description and function of the premises - and they have to match the pictures with the 

30’ 
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text. Finally, we check that all groups have the correct matching.  The Roman Wall, amphitheatre, circus, 
temple of August, forums, aqueduct, Tower of Scipios, Via Augusta and the necropolis.(See the pictures and 
cards below) 
PRE-READING: Students read the cards just to get the basic information to identify the name of each place 
and match with the picture (Skimming). 

 
 

S 

E 

S 

S 

I 

O 

N 

2 

Activity 

3 

 

 

 

 

b) After matching the pictures with the texts we hang the pictures on the wall and they have to complete the 
information from a worksheet. To fill the information, in pairs, in a kind of running dictation they have to 
look for precise data in that case: the aim of each building using the past tense and the infinitive of 
purpose. 
READING: Each student of every couple get up to read through the cards get the purpose of a building to 
tell his/her partner and complete. Once they get the info from a place they change roles (scanning). 
Once they get the answers check/correct the WRITING with the info card to complete the worksheet. 
 

15’ 

Activity 5 

 

 

 

 

Once they have identified the main constructions each of the group is given some place and have to imagine a 
situation and to write a dialogue between a local and an English speaking visitor with the help of a map. 
Setting off from the town hall square. (Plaça de la Font) with the help of a map of  Tarragona  

MAP READING: Read and map a write a dialogue in pairs. 

LANGUAGE 
Excuse me.  Can you tell me how can I get to ...? 
Yes, of course. 
Go straight on/ ahead.  Go along  
Turn left/ right    
Take the first/ second turning on the left/right 

20’ 
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Go across / cross the street 
 

 
 

  

 

 

Activity 6 

 

 

The last activity will consist of designing a leaflet to promote the visit of some of these monuments among the 
tourists visiting Tarragona. They have to read the information from webpages they have in the tablet or 
computer with the information so each group has to agree in two different places. Once  they have decided 
their choice looking up the details such as: 

In groups of 4 they have to design a short, appealing leaflet about with the help of a model text. 

a) Coordinator 

b) Art designer. 

C) Documentalist 

d) Secretary writer 

They get info from the web links and write the text and on the computer using a blue print finish their leaflet 
project. 

Opening hours: 

Prices: 

 

 

 

 

45’ 
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What is it? 
Where is it? 

Why visit it? 

(How to get it?)  

They have to use appealing language (imperatives, suggestions...) to attract the visitor to each monument. 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/murallas_de_tarragona.html 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/anfiteatro_romano.html 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/circo_romano.html 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/foro_romano.html 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/necropolis_romana_y_paleocristiana.html 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/acueducto_pont_de_les_ferreres_o_puente_del_
diablo.html 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/propuestas_culturales/los_tesoros_romanos_de_tarragona.html 

In terms of 

academic 

content, what 

are the 

students 

learning and 

what are they 

They are learning about the past but linked to the present with remains /ruins in our city. Roman public buildings 
with social functions. Once they have found out about these monuments they have to use the information to 
spread the knowledge and attract the reader using the language (referential and conative functions) producing a 
leaflet or a brochure. 

 

http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/murallas_de_tarragona.html
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/anfiteatro_romano.html
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/circo_romano.html
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/foro_romano.html
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/necropolis_romana_y_paleocristiana.html
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/acueducto_pont_de_les_ferreres_o_puente_del_diablo.html
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/monumentos/tarragona/acueducto_pont_de_les_ferreres_o_puente_del_diablo.html
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/propuestas_culturales/los_tesoros_romanos_de_tarragona.html
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learning to do? 

In terms of 

language, what 

are the 

students 

practicing or 

learning to do? 

a) Since we are referring to places from around 2000 years ago the use of the past is essential but is not the 
main language point in the lesson.  

b) In contrast with the past we introduce the infinitive of purpose to state the function of each public place (so 
they have to distinguish whether to use the past or the infinitive after “to”). 

c) To revise language already learnt they have to practise ‘directions’. 
d) To complete the leaflet following the style of the model text given they have to use appealing language such 

as: imperatives 

LANGUAGE –    STREET DIRECTIONS 
Excuse me.  Can you tell me how can I get to ...? 
Yes, of course. 
Go straight on/ ahead.  Go along  
Turn left/ right    
Take the first/ second turning on the left/right 
Go across / cross the street 
 

LANGUAGE – INFINITIVE OF PURPOSE practice. 
 

 
 
 
 
The Romans 
They 

                  the amphitheatre 
                  the circus 
 went to   the temple 
                  the forum 
      
                  the necropolis 
 built         the wall 
                  the aqueduct 
                  the Scipio Tower  

   
 
 
 
to 

see the gladiator fight the beasts 
watch the horse races 
offer sacrifices to gods 
buy and sell clothes, food, jewels, shoes... 
 
bury the dead people 
protect the town from the enemies 
bring water to the town 
commemorate the death of important figures 
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LANGUAGE – CONATIVE Language. 
 
                                                                                 Imperatives 

 
Discover / find / look for ...             Visit the ...!                               Follow the... 
Go / come to the ...                           Don’t miss the ...!                   Learn about... 
See the ...                                            Walk along the...                     Take a walk/ Take some time for a walk 
Enjoy the ...                                         Eat Roman food                       Let’s...!                                                  
Don’t forget...!                                   Have a nice...!                          Explore the ... 
        

 

In what way is 

this lesson 

plan a good 

example of 

what we learnt 

in the GEP 

course 

session?  

I think that besides the new input of language and content the strong point of the project lays on the approach to 
something close to the student – monuments of their own town - and mainly on the idea of shared knowledge 
within pair work, group work and outside the classroom context – the dialog with a tourist to tell the way to the 
places and producing a leaflet to appeal the reader/visitor to call on the different locations. 
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Other important 

information 
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ANNEXES 

(materials, 

handout, 

pictures… if 

not possible to 

include in the 

activity 

section.) 
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MODEL TEXTS FOR THE LEAFLET 

 

ASSESSMENT WORKSHEETS 
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Self assessment checklist 
              
 

 Task 2 : Reading, writing in CLIL and Assessment YES/NO 

1. Support is provided to help students read and understand texts.  

2. Before-, during- and after-reading activities are prepared.  

3. The materials use visuals to support comprehension.  

4. The writing process takes place in joint collaboration with the teacher (modelling)  

5. Support is provided to help students write (the students are provided with language patterns, language frames, vocabulary 
banks…)  

6. The teacher uses different strategies to help students throughout the process of reading and writing  

7. The teacher has previously predicted the language the students will need when carrying out the different tasks successfully and, 
therefore, is aware of the content-obligatory language.   
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8. At least the teacher uses 1 type of assessment (self-assessment, teacher assessment or co- assessment)   

9. At least teacher used 1 type of designed assessment tool during the sessions (rubric, digital app, checklist, personal dossier...)  

 


